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x The lch of November, 1653. Yee, 
Beal the Day appointed ra Ko * 
a Pablick Thankſgiving” to Al- 


mighty God, for the Gracious Preſerya- $ 
50 tion of his Majeſty; and bis ſaſe Return. ; 
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4 7, he Lord is King, the earth may be glad x Dis 


. 


| bunt, to baniſh all Jo Fly eace, al a 
ever; foal lth that hat havethe 7 Th 


the Univerle, Angels, Men in] 


intirely in luborg nation to him, as Miniſters 8 


that has H 


. ens of Human 


yea, the mullitude 2 Hes iſes may be glad thereof. 


| PLAT A 1 fl wants. of the World, that amid 


oy to a 
all the 1 Wot the and Varieties of 
Fortunes, which they here fin { themſelves expoſed to, there 


is Aboye thgt governs All! 
that made x oY e, he Xing of i it. All the B Being, off a 
Devils with all the other Ant 


mate or Inanimate Things $in Heaven 1 Lo they are his 
Crearures, ſo ate they truly and properly his. Subjects, and act 
d Inſtruments 


875 be matter Jof exeredin 


do under t Guidance of the principal Agent. 

God doth; as txuly Reign in World, as an Kiog Piaf 
Mater fot as truly order the Affairs of it, as an 

_ hols of. his o-] n Family. Nay, a Marys own 

and Actions are not by a thd and, times ſo much at- 


Thou by bimſelf, are nor (6 muchhis re, as the Aﬀaits of 


the Univerſe are attended by, and are the care of God Almighty. 
"This is the Norion of the Lord's being King; and, Do you 


-”* not think it ought to be Gunter of Rejoicing to all reaſonable 


Creatures? | 
O Lord, what 4 plootny* fal gerde of Things do they pre 
ae u with) that give other \ Accburits bf theſe Matters? | 

o baniſh God's Providence o and Government gut of the | 


Conf, ore 
in 
* n ae E 
8 in his Sta, and a Cel fris 8 is 
. 7 oF the & Get der of the World bears 
will. But to one that is made with a Facu at Weta, 
» and Fes and can reflect on what is paſt, an 
hath à preſpect of what is futute; what black and melancholy 
Apprehenſions muſt it catſe in ſuch a one, to ſuppoſe that no 


4 but that n | 
; | WC tempe- 
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Ttuous Ocean of this World, every minute in danger of Rocks 
and Quickſands, without any Pilor to ſteer us / 
Take what Hyporbeſit you will; either that there is no God, 

but that all things come to paſs by C haute, or inevitable Neceſſity; 
Or, that there isa God, bur that God having once put Things 
into this Frame, moves great to trouble himſelf more about 
them, but left them to ſhift for themſelves, Natural Events falling 
out from neceſſary Cauſes, and Civil Afairs being left to Man- 
kind, who are to ſhuffle and divide the World among them- 
ſelves as well as they can! I ſay, proceed which way you will, 
if” you exdude God Almighty's Government, you make this 
"World ſ6dark and miſerablea place, that noſerious-confidering 
Man can tolerably enjoy himlelf in it. ; 
For here, upon the former ſuppaſicion, you are left without 
Counſel or Advice. You have nothing to propoſe, nothing te 
deſign in the courſe of your Lies. It is all one how you behave 
your ſelves, whether Loneſt ot wickedly.; whether you.mind 

| our w or 1 Ae 3 will Dey lat 

ou are obliged to no E or any Benefits; you can cofiglain 

of no body 2 il uſa e. If you be in Cin Hce: 

you have none to a plx to for n and if you be in 8881 

ones, you may be ſtript of them without Remedy the net 

moment; for all things are carried on by a whirl of Fate. _ 

g And you are not much better d by the latter Hypotheſis, I hat 

God hath truſted the Government of the World with Mankind, 

: | Who are endow'd with Reaſon and Under oning. PS. 

'* For if we conſider how Mankind do ſometimes uſe their Rea- 

ſons, it is as * if not better, to be expoſed to the Hazards of 


. 


LI y_—_ * 


I Chanceor Neceſſity, as to be ſubject to their Wills. 
The truth of it is, if this Syſteme of the World be well conſſ- 
PE der'd, it will appear a more uncomfortable one than the other; 

E for it doth not remove from us the Iron Bands of Fate, we arg 
* ſtill under that Yoke as much as we were before. Yet beſides 
theſe, it puts upon us another Yoke, the arbitrary Pleaſures of 
** | thoſeofourown kind, which if Whey be not govern'd by Rea- 
7 fon, are ten times more unſupportable than the other. | 


* We are by this Hypoebeſis as much expoſed to Natural Evili as 
; we were before, and there is no help for them Yoo over and 


| above, we muſt bear the Indignities, and Inſolences, the Ras 

* auge and Cruelty of every oe that js ſtronger than our ſelve s, 

50 and hath the will ro oppreſ un. . 

4 O hard Lot of Mankind, if * was their Conſtitution! better 
> | . | 
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by far were it for them to be Brutes, and think of nothing, 


than to be Men upon ſuch alp, hes er e 
Happy therefore are the Inhabi gat: of the Earth, happy are the 


temoteſt Jes ehereof,, that there is a Ning that reigns both over 
Fate and Men. Happy are we, that there is a wile and intelli- 
gene Being, that ſuperintends all, our Affairs, and ſo governs 
both the Powers of Nature, and the Powers of Mantz und; that 
3 3 can be done by either of them, but what, is delign'd 
| _ by, and purſuant to, his Counſell s. 
| Upon this Suppoſu ion we may live like Men, and ænjoy our 
ſelves with ſome Comfort in this World. We may ropoſe 
Ends and Deſigus to our ſelves, and hope that with our diligence 
and good management they may take effect, . 
_ Upon.this Suppoſition we may. and, ought to Took upon all 
dur good Succeſſes, as the Bleſſings of God to us, and particu- 
larly that which we are this day met together to thank Him 
for; I mean, the wonderful Preſervation of His en all 
the Dangers to which he hath 16 often been expoſed, and his 
ſaſe Return to us. nr 


Upon this Suppoſition, we may hope, that tho? all Things 
have not yet ſucceeded according to our Wiſhes, yet in due 
due time they may, ſince the Xing of the World hath, by the 
5 . unexpected Deliverances he hath wrought for us, 
and the ſtrange unuſual Providences that have attended our 
King, given us ſome Encouragement to believe (provided we 
do our Parts towards it) that He hath reſerv'd Us for beeter 
Times, and Him for the execuring thoſe Gloriow Deſigns; which 
good Men hope will at laſt to be accompliſh'd in the World. 
Laſtly, Upon is Aupoliror Every honeſt Man will find 
reaſon euch i bath to bear contentedly whatever uneaſie Cir- 
cumſtances he lies under, and to truſt in God's Mercy, for the 
removal of them; and in the mean time to poſſeſs his on Soul 
ina chcarful dependance on God's Providance, and a heart 
Thank fulneſs for all the innumerable Bleſſings he hath received, | 
and doth daily receive from his Hand. And therefore, ſince 
the Lord s King let the Earth be glad : yea, let the multitude of the 
Net be glad thereof | EG. EAT 
Now, That the Lord is really thus the King of the World, 
there are all the Arguments to perſuade us that can be defir'd : 
It is the Voice of Reaſon : It is the Voice of all Mankind :_ It 
| She Voice of GOD bak afclt, both in His Forks, and in His 
. | | : | | 
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World, which is that I call the Vaice of Gad in hi: Hf. 
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Arguing, and but a Specimen, becauſe it would be rather dhe 
ork of a Book, than of a Sermon to dilate upon theſe matrers; ; 
Firſt, Lay, Reaſon tells us it muſt be thus. For admitting that 


the Worlddid not make-it ſelf, but was made by God; it will: 
follow, that the ſame God that made it muſt ſtill govern. it: 


For, the ſame Ends, and Deſigns, and Motives (whatever they 
were) that induced God ro make the World at firſt; will ob- 
lige him for ever to take care of it and look after it. Unleſs we 
ſuppoſe God to contrive and act as uncertainly and unſteadily, 
and with the fame Pon and levity of Mind that ſome: 
of us Mortals here upon Earth do, „ l 
Secondly, It is the Voice of all Mankind. For, otherwiſe 
how comes it to paſs, that among all Nations, and in all Ages, 
there has been ſome Religion or dther practiſed. T 
I pray, what is the meaning of worſhipping God, of put- 
ting up Prayers and Supplications to Him for the Things we 
need; of returning Thanks for the Benefits we have receiv'd ; 
of appointing religious Righrs and Methods for the expiation of 
Guilt, or theaverting impendent Calamities (all which Things 
have been practiſed in all Nations, from the beginning of the 


World to this day)? I ſay, what is che meaning of all this, 


unleſs it was hereby meant to be ſignified, That there is a 


which doth concern himſelf in the Affairs of Mankind, and who 


doth diſpenſe Good or Evil to them, as they well or ill behave 
themſelves towards him? | 
The Truth is, To fay that God doth nat govern the World, 
is to fay, that all Religion is a Cheat; and that all Mankind, 
except a few debauchd Mits in the more polite Counties, and a 
few Brutes in the very barbarou ones (who are of no Religion at 
all) have been, and are a company of credulous Fools. For 
this is certain, what ever Argument either 2e, or Turk, or 
Pagan, or Ckriftian, can ſuggeſt to himſelf for the convincing 
him, that ĩt is his Concernment, or his Duty, to worſhip God, 
or to be of any Religion at all, nay, or to make any conſcience 
of any Action he does ; I ſay, all theſe Arguments do notonly | 
prove, but ſuppoſe, that God both knows and orders the Af. 
fairs of the World. | $ wi 
Thirdly, It may likewiſe be as ſtrongly proved from Eee 
trom the tracks and footſteps of a Divine over · ruling Provi- 
dence, which are to be ſeen in the Event: that happen in tho 
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Sive me leave to give you Specimen in all theſe viays of | 1 
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N . | 4\Thels 11e indeed ſo many a fo viſible, that whoſoever 
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hath wither read Hiſtory, or hath made - Qbſervations, muſt. 
needs have taken notice of them. NN ie. 
| *Ifeverthere were any extraordinary Deliverances vouchſafed 
tb Kingdoms, or Cities, or particular Perſons ; or ver any” 
remarkable Fudgmene; inflicted _ any of theſe, which ſo 
carried the Marks and Signature: 's Hand in them, that 
the one could not in reaſon but be attributed to the Care that he 
had, that Religion or Innocence ſhould not be oppreſſed; and 
the other muſt in reaſon be interpreted as a Divine Vengeance, 
that purſued the Guilty for their Crimes: | 
If ever there were any Prophecies that did punctually forete} 
a particular Event that came not to paſs till many Years after, 
and ſuch an Event as was perfectly cuntingen, and depended up- 
on the Wills of Men: 0 e | 
If ever there were any Notices given of Approgching/Calamities, 
by Voices from Heaven, by ſtrange nces in the Air, 
and fuch other like Preſages, not naturally to be acconmed for. 
If ever there were any Apparitians, any Warchcrafe, any effects 
of a Diabolical Power, by which it may appear, thut there are 
a fort bf Inuiſible Beings in the World, which do bear ill will 
to Mankind; but yet are fo curbed, that they cannot do all 
the Miſchiet they would: my F N 
If ever there were any Miracles wrought either by Moſes and 
the Prophets, or by Feſis Chriſt and his Apeſtles, for the conlir- 
mation of the ewiſh or the Cbriſtian Religion. ] 
. Laſtly, If ever any good Man did ever receive any Bleſſing, 
at avoid any Misfortume, which he might rationally look upon 
as an Anſwer to the fervent Prayers that he had put up to God, 
or others had put up for him: A | 
I tay, it any of theſe things that I have now named be true 
(as all Hiſtories give us a World of Inftarices of the truth of 
all of them, and as for ſome of them, I do not doubt but they ' 
tall within the compaſs of our own Obſervation and Experi- 
ence.) I ſay, if any of theſe Things be true, then have we a 
convincing Proof, that there is a Power that doth interpoſe in 
the Affairs of the World, ſuperiour both to that of Nature, and 
to that of Mankind, and which moderates all Things, according, 
as it ſeems good unto him. 5 | 
Bur in truth, we need not £2 to ſupernatural Events, or to 
gartioular Providence tor the 'F ruth of this: For, in my Opi- 
nion, the daily effects that every one of us ſees and feels; the 
Wh. | very 
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this, by his own many 
. (which we call his a. A1 


King % ſaved by the multitude of by armies, nor any mg gbey Man de- 
3 * And fo are Diſappoiatments alſo. 


ſign. 
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very Sabfiltence of the 1 NE Ages, in ther re- 
gular frame that it was at rſt; and > ar e ae 7 
couragement (how 1 ware *. $ ſeem x6 be | 
+ ted) which virtuous 1 
it, and do yet find, notwithl 


e always — 


But Fah and laſtly, God, has yet given us 4;(urther Breef of 
Authentic 


ne of the main Buſineſſes of which is, to abe un Thee 


There He is Jer forth as the Author of all Events, both ood 


Amos 3. 6. 

There Hei is repreſenced as the ſearcher of all Hearts, the Jo 2 
of all Mens Deſigns and Actions, the Avenger of all E 

ctices, and the Refuge of all Good Men. 

There we are told That He #« the God of bartels, and that no 


livered by by own th : but Salvation 1 from the Lord, Paal. 


here we are aſſured, That He from his habitation lokgth 
down upon all that dwell on the earth. He faſhioneth the bearts of 


them ;, be underſtandeth all their ways, Plal, 33. 14. And though L 


mam are the devices that are in their Hearts, yet it M his counſel auly 


that ſhal Rand, Prov. 19. 2.1. 
In a word, it is God (as the Apoſtle tells us) that worketh all 


things, and he worketh them all according to the counſel of his 


oton will, Eph. 1. 11. So that nothing comes by change, no- 
thing is done in vain z but all Evenes are in purſuance of a Des' 


Nay, not ach as the Event of a caſting a Lot (which ſcems 
the moſt fortuitous contingent thing in the whole World) is 
lett at random: For even in that Caſe bed. 
Solomon tells us, Prov. 16. 3 3.) from the 


very Language and Exprethion of thoſe Holy Beat. And, what 


can we delzre:miote? Or, what words can we -/, wan that ſhall 
| Ecclare mare fully the thing 7 are ſpeaking of. 
4 


17 the greateſt num- 
ber of Men are of another figmp.: I fay, e the Sree amo: | 
ſeem an Argument beyond exception, That there i i a God that 

Prefides over us, and takes care of us. 


| 


Declataiﬀgns in be n 


He rules in the kingdoms of Men, and diſpoſeth of all their A. q 
fairs, Dan. 4. 17 | 


and bad, ſo A TORCH Db dag in 4 City, bus abe Lord doth it, 


alof the Lor (as 
All this is nat only the Doctrine, but in a great meaſure tbe 


r Cs, eee 
Mons eam chat Thnow of, 1 perhaps thoſe of our Savi- 
dur, with which I ſhall ſhut up 

tz his Diſciples) Are not imo Sparrows ſold for a farthing ? yet not 


4 have ſuch reer unto him, and do that for him which even the 
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this point. Fear not, ( faith he 


one of them falls ro ih ground without the will of your Father, Nap, 
I ſay unto you, the very bairs of your head are all munbred, Matth. 


10. 7. © wonderful this! what! God Almighty number the 
very Hai 


rs of our Heads! Lord, what n Man, that thou ſhouldeft 


' niceſt and moſt delicate of Men never yet did for themſelves ? 


«Bur thus art thou pleaſed to expreſs thy particular regard to 


the Sons of Men. Thus art thou pleaſed to let us ſee, that none - 
of us are ſo inconſiderable, but that we are within the Verge of 


thy Providence, and Objects of thy Care. And therefore much 


more are Cities, and States, and Kingdoms fo, wherein the For- 
tunes of {6 many Individualsare wrapt uus. 
© ©, bleſſed be God for his Love to Mankind. O, for ever 
adored be his Name for thus humbling himſelf to take notice 
of us and our Affairs, and like wiſe for giving us ſuch abundant 
Aſſurance that He” doth fo, Since therefore we have ſuch 
mighty Evidence of all ſorts, that the Lord Ning, ler the Earth 
© be Ted : yea, let the multitude of the Iles be glad thereof. | 
And we ſhall till ſee greater reaſon thus to be glad, if we 
«conſider a little more partieularly the Rules and Meaſures by 
which God adminiſters the Affairs of his Kingdom : Which are 


not, as too often happens in Human Governments, Arbitrary 


Will or Humour, but perfect Wiſdom, and Fuſtice, and Good ucſſ. 
Though it be true what the Pſalmift faith, That batſocvor 


If the Lord pleaſeth, that doth he in Heaven and in Earth, and in 


the Sea and all deep places, Plal. 135.6. Vet it is as true, that 


the Lord will never be pleaſed to do any thing, either in Hea- 


ven or in Earth, but what is ſuggeſted by Infinite Goodneſ, and 


In ſuch ways as are the Reſult of Infinite dom. For, as the 


fame Pſalmi# tells us, He loveth Righteouſneſs and Judgment; the 
earth u full of the goodneſi of the Lord, Plal. 33. 5. He # holy n 
all hi ways, and righteous in all by doings: and his tender mercies 
are over all hu works, Plal. 14.5. 17, 9. 153512 INE 
To fay, That God deals arbitrarily with any of his Creatures; 
or, that He diſpenſeth Good or Evil to them meerly becauſe He 
"will, without any other Reaſon, is in truth ta diſparage His 


Nature; and gives us ſuch a notion of Him, as we have per- 


haps of "ome of the Great Monarchs of the World, but whom 
3” - 
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No certainly, if we Mankind find in our ſaves; that the 
wiſer and better we grow, the leſs are we led by Humour and 
"8, and the more do we ſhake off our Indifferenty to Good 
and vil, and the more ſteadily do we cleave to the eternal 
Laws of Reaſon and Righteouſneſiin all our Actions: We may 
be ſure that God, who is Miſdon, and Juſt ice, and Goodneſs it 
elf, can never in any of his Actions or Dealings with his Crea- 
- tures, depart from theſe 2 J dl 5 
1 The true Scheme of God Almighty's Government is plain- 
this. Sq . 8% N — | : O44 46 + 
Bis Infinite Mind clearly underſtood all the' Po hses of 
Things long before they were in anal being. He what 
Things were poſſible to be; and how they would act if they 
way Lg being; and what the Events of all their Actinga 
His Infinite Goodneſimoved him to put into Bp King 04 
a 


Thing that he faw was Good to Be; and to give them all thole - 
powers of Action that they have; and withal, to look after 
them fo, as that both they and all their Motions and Action 
{ſhould at laſt be to the Praiſe and Glory of the ſame Goodngl 
that firſt enclined him to create tagen. : 
His Infinite Wiſdom contrived the Methods in which all this 
ſhould-be brought to paſs, and ſo laid the Scheme and Platform 
of Things, that nothing could happen in the whole Creation, 
from the beginning of the World to the end thereof (thoꝰ ir 
was in it ſelf never fo bad, never fo miſchĩevous) but what 
208 gat and ſhould be ſo ordered, as to be ſubſervient tu 
c end. | 
And laſtly, The Scheme of Things being thus laid, His Infi- 
rate Power firſt produced All Things, and ſtill upholds Al Things, 


and from time to time, in their ſeveral ſeaſons, actually brings 
to paſs every Thing, according to the Determinations of his eter» 
nal Viſdom. And tho? it doth it in ways ſecret to us, yet it doi 
ir certainly and ſurely, and withal, moſt eaſily and gently, 
with the leaſt violence to the eftabliſh'd Laws of Nature, and 
without any force at all upon the Free His ot Intelligent Bemgs. 
This, I fay, is the Account that both Reaſon and Scripture give 
us of God's Making and Governing the World. Infinite Knows 
{edge is the Foundation of All. Infnire Goodneſs 1s the Author 
"= Mover of All. Infinite Wiſdom is the Contriver and Director 
of A1. And Infinite Power executes . 11 20 
„ee now theſe Principles, ang fee what 


will follow rom 
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e will follow from hene, in phe Frffeplace, that every Event that 
happens in the World; « btautiſul in its ſeaſon; as Solomon expreſſes it. 
That is to ſay, How unaccountable ſoever it may appear to us, yet there 
ie a good Reaſon to be given, both why it happens ar all, and likewiſe 
why it happens at that time, and with thoſe circumſtances that it doth, 
Ie helps to, adorn the Great rams and Contrivance of God's Providence, 
and miniſters to excellent Ende, the we poor Creatures do little appre- 
hend how it makes for them! As indeed it is impoſſible we ſhould,” un! 
ve had the whole Comprehenſion of Things in our Minds, and ſaw the ex- 
. £ire Sthems of God's Government, from the begiriniag to the end. This 

mutt needs beſo, if we be govern'd by Infinite Wiſdom, I 

Sccendly, It follows from hence, that both Good and Evil are meaſured 
to Mankind adcprding to their reſpective Capacities, If we be fic for 
Good, Good will come. It ve deſerve Puniſhment, we mult expect that 


nkeriſe. For. A God's ways ane equal, tho' Our; be unequal. 
And therefore it is the moſt unreaſonable thing in the World to impute 
our Sucecſſes, wherher they be Good or Bad, fo wholly to the immediate 


Handi that 'managed our Affairs, as not in the firſt place to take notice 


of the Hand of God in them. 
There is a Diyme Power that governs, all theſe matters. And tho! it 
be true, that no Misfortune, no il Sueceſs ever happens, but there is a 
tHaman Reaſon to be given for it; it may be found out upon what ocea + 
ſion, or by what neglect, or thro? what ill management tbat Misfortune 
happened: Net it is as true, that if thoſe that managed for us had the 
. Wiſdom, and the Condud, aid the Strength of the very Angels of God, 
et their Endeayours would not be effectual, for the making vs happy, un- 
25 we our ſelves were in à capacity of being ſa, by being proper Objects 
ot Gods Mercy and Favour. This mult likewiſe be true, if perfect Juſtice 
govern the World. . 

Thirdly, It follows from hence, that even the ſeverer Diſpenſations of 
God's Providence towards us; the things we complain of, and are uneaſie 
under; our very Calamities, and Misfortunes, and Diſappointments ; 
even theſe are the effects of God's Kindneſs, tho' at the ſame time they 
may be likewiſe Inſtances of His Juitice, That is to ſay, they are meant 
really for our Good, and will prove ſo, if ve make that uſe of them we 
ſhould do, | * „ 8 | 
The very Nature of God is to do all Good, at all Times, to all his 
Crxatures. For, He had no other End in making them, nor has he any 
other End in looking after them. But God cannot do good to All in the 
Ame way. Correction, and Chaſtiſement, and Puniſhment is in ſome 
caſcs more expedient for the bringing People to Rights, and promoting 
their true Inteteſts, chan the giving them all that their on. Hearts can 
wiſh. In ſuch ca(estheretore God mult deal with his Creatures, as every wiſe 
Parent deals wich bis Children. And tho' be, thaftiſementrs (as the A- 
poſtle tells us) are nor joyour, but gratvouy, yet they are deſigned for 
the bringing forth the dc l ſruiti eſlrigbuiuſneſs in al them that are 


Ger ciſea thereby. Hebe 12. 11. Ther | 
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(11) 
The truth is, we do not know 
wiſh for things, that perhaps, if our Wiſhes were granted, would undo 
us. But our Happiness is, that God knows all, and ſo tempers all, that 
all Events, even thoſe that we are apt to look upon as the greateſt Judg. 
meats, ſhall at laſt appear moſt viſibly to have been the wiſeſt methods 
that could poſſibly have been cantrivedfor the doing the Graateſ Good to 
to us. Aud if they do not ſucceed accordingly, it will be our own faole. 
This muſt likewiſe needs be true, if perfect Gooaue ſi goyero All ; For 
even Juſtice it ſelf is but a different way of expreſſing Goodneſs. And all 


* 


that which we call udgwent and Fengeance is unaccountable, unleſs it 


ſerve for the aving Goed to the World: | x: 

Feurthly, and Laſtly ; From hence it follows, that all Events whatſo- 
ever, that ever did, or do, or | happen in the World, cither with re- 
ſpect to Nations and Kingdoms, or with reſpect to particular Perfons, are 
really the Beſt that could or can happen. And if things were ordered 
otherwiſe, it would not be fo wel, 

A ſtrauge Paradox you will ſay this is; that not only the Miſchiefs and 
Calamities that fall upon Mankind, but even their Faults and Miſmanage- 
ments, nay, their Sins and Wickedneſſes, ſhould be for the beſt. But 
really ſoit is, and ſo it muſt bo, if both Inſinite Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, 
and Power govern the World. | 

Not but that/a particular Man's Sins may be the occaſion of his Ruin, 
nay, and certainly will be ſo if he perſiſt in them. 

And likewiſe the Faults of a People may and will have ſuch an ill influ- 
ence upon the Community, as if they be not amended, the Deſolation of 
the Nation may at laſt enſue thereupon. 

Burt (till, tho every thing that happens do not prove for the Good of 
that particular Perſon, or that particular People, that is immediately 
concerned in the Event; yet it will certainly prove for the General Uni- 
ver ſal Good, | 1 | 

So that take all the whole Series of Events together, that have or ſhall 
come to pals all the World over, we may undoubtedly afirm, that All, 
Things have been as well managed, as it is poſſible they eculd be, and, 
will be ſo to the end of the World. And this we our ſolves ſhall be fatis- 


fied of, when we come to be in a condition of making a jult eſtimate of 


Things. 4 251 

For indeed, to ſuppoſe otherwiſe, is to ſay, either that Infinite Wife 
dem doth not act ſo witely as it might do; or, that Perfect Goodneſi might 
40 more Good than it does do; or, laſtly, that Or2nipotent Power cannot 


do every Thing that is puſſible. All which Suppolitious are plainly abſurd. 


and contradicious. 
And now, if all theſe Things be true (as 1hcy certainly are) how na- 
rural is che concluſion of tay Text? Since God is the King ofall the World, 
aud ſuch a King likewiſe, that the Meaſures of his Goverament are exact 
Goodneſs, and Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſe; what have af Mankind ta, 
60, cipecially Good Men, but to Rejoice and be glad ? 


This 


what is good for our ſelves. We offen | | 


— ot 
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Thie is he Pſalmiſt's Inference from <his! Pofrine' And this is the 


| preſent Buſineſs of the Day: And therefore Jer us all practiſe accordingly. 


That is the only Application 1 defire to make of what hath been * 
And Two ways wo ought to expreſs our Rejsiciug. 
Firſt,” lu a hearty ſenſe of all God's paſt and preſent Mercies to us, and 
an actual giving Him our Thanks for the fame. * 
Secondly, In a chear ful dependance upon Him for his Flags Bleſſings. 
give me leave to ſpeak a liitle to theſe two Points, and I have done. 
Firſt, Let us be heartily ſenſible of All God's Kindneſs to us, both *. 
and preſcnt, and unfeignedly thank Him for the ſame. 


lt is very remarkable, that not anly David, but the Prophers likewih, | 


when they are treating of God's Kingdom, call upon the es in a parti- 
cular manner to take notice of it; [See Iſa. xxiv. 15. xlii, 4, 10, Ce. as 
here in my Text, Let the multitude of the Iſes be glad thereof: As if the 
Hes in a more peculiar manner were to have a ſhare in the Bleſſings of his 
Government. And, no doubt, it was {6 intended, and accordin ly hath 
fo come to paſs, For, it-is the Hes aof che Gentiler, by which Name the 
Scripture expreſſeth, thoſe Countries that were at the greateſt diſtance 
from the Continent ot Judea; I fay, it is theſe Iles, which now at this 
day (God's ancient People the Fews being for their Infidelity long ago 
rejected) are the principal Scar of his Church and Kingdom, and to which 
He vouchſateth the Light of his Goſpel, and the means of Salvation; ſo 
true is God to all his Promiſes. 

But now, of all the Ves of the Ceuriles, if any one above the reſt hath 
telt the beniga and gracious Influences ot the Lord' s being our King, cer- 
rajnly Ours is that Ifland, 


How wonderfully bountiful hath God vals to us in 2 continued ſucceſ- 


ton of Publick Bleſſings, even trom the firſt beginning of Time, that we 
have hid any Memorials of Eves among us ? 

We had the Happineſs to be early made a Province of the Rowan Em- 
pire, and by that means were trained up to eher and Arts, and good 
Manners, . 

That made way for the greateſt Bleſſing that Heaverk could heflow up- 
on us, even the receiving Chriſtianity: And that Bleſſing we had with the 
moit early, being the firſt among the Nations that embraced ir. 


nen through the juſt judgment of God, Barbariſm and Ignorance 


over{pread the Face of Eurepe, and by the occaſion thereof Swper ſticion 
. and laolatry made its way, and all che Weſtern Kingdoms gave up their 
Power to a Foreign Uſurper; even then this Iſland made the longeſt 
ttand ; nay, and was never ſo perfectly ſubdued, but that Popery was here 
3 different thing, from what it was in the Southern Climates. 


When the happy time came, that God thought fit to ſer on foot the Re- 


formarien, (having firſt made way for it, by the reſtoring of Learning) 
tvch was His particular Care of us, on = Was one of che firſt Kingdoms 
chat was brought 0 over ta *. 

And 


Haus 
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(13) 
And we 


made moſt agreeably to the Pattern of the Primitive Churches of Chriſt. 


And, God be thanked, according to the gogdnefs, of it, ſuch hath been 
its Succeſs ever ſince ; for ve have all-along; from chat time to this, (ex- 


cept the interruption of à fei Years in the late Times) ſerved God ia 
Peace and Happineſs, under the fame * And we truſt we 
ſha ll do ſo to the end of, the World. 

May indeed have been the — and Dilturbances, that haye been 
iven us by our Adyerſaries, both at home and abroad; bnt as mani- 
Fold likewiſc have been our a ad that in a moſt wonderful 


* 122 hot mention the, for they are ih to nsall. 
| any Se Secre t Conſp iracies againſt our Proteſtant Kings and Queens, 
hath ts Gl Tae Wach detected and defeated? © - 

nos many Open Attempts againſt our Laws dnt! againſt dur Religion 
Providences brought to nought? 
More than oy hath He by wonderful mevhods' preſerved us, when we 
gave up our C Hauch aud our Libertics in nner as loſt, and that in fo 


eaſie and quiet a way that there was no n of the 1 follow'd 


thereupon. * Ae BR Of tis 0 * 7 
Are not the ſe Extraordinary Inſtances of God's Kiodneſs to . People ? 
And ought not we, who have receiv'd, and, do yer, enjoy the Benefit and 
the Comfort of them, to temember tbe} Neb Thankfulneſs all the Days 
of our Life? 
But ſome-of ds, Gele are not no it in a inder to think of theſe 


things ; our preſent Circumftances fill our Minds, and Thoſe are difficult 


enough. Let our paft D*liverznces have been whit they will, yet we are 
ſure we are now in a hazardous Condition,” en N a all the Pray- 
ers we have put up for better Zuuceſſe .. AA 

That is roo true: And I pray God * us all ſenſible of it; and elpe- 
cially make us ſenſible of the things that have cauſed it, namely, our In- 
gratitude for God's former Mercies 3; our Lev daes and Debanchery ; the 
Spirit of Atheiſm and brophaneneſt, and 4rreligion, that ſtill reigns 
among us as much as ever; and above all, our unaccountable dividing 
our ſelye into Parties, and purſuing particular Piques and Quarrels, not 
only to the neglect, but to theplain.ruine of our common Intereſts, 

The ſe are the things that have hinder'd our Succeſſes, and provoked 
God' 8 diſpleaſure againſt us; and till theſe things be amerided, Iamatraid 
we ſhell never be a happy Nation. . 


But yet, notwithRanding our high Provifewtipns, yet fo gently hath 
God corrected us, and t ven in bis Judgments fo much hath He remembred 
Mercy, that we have all reaſon tv rejoice a: the Benignity and Kindneſs,” 
of His Diſpenſations towards us ; nay, andte fender Him our oH bear: y 
and ſolemn Thanks, for the Mercies t hat eee pon us, even 
with reſpoQ to * Matters we complain of. 4 | 


10: 20 os 


ave this Advantage above all other Reformed Churebes, har 
as our Reformation was regu arly made, and by Juſt Authority, > ; e 


Fer 
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ſon, amidſt the infinite Hazards he was continually 


For God hath really fo far heard our Prayers this Year, that 
he He hath given us the moſt important Succeſſes, tho? not the 
Succeſſes we deſir d. 

He hath kept the War at a diſtance from us ; and we have, 
under the Happy Government of Her Majeſty, lived free from 


all Diſturbance at home; every Man fitting under his own Vine, | 


and by own Fig-tree, (as the Prophet ſpeaks) enjoying his Reli- 
gion and Rights in perfect Peace; and with a bountiful Provi- 


Von likewile, from God's Hanc, of all the Things that were 


either needful or convenient. 

And as for our Succeſſes abroad, tho? it is not proper for me 
to talk of thoſe Matters, yet I believe thus much I may decent- 
ly and truly fay, That tho the King had not the Vitory. be- 
ing over-power'd by Numbers ; yet he gain d more Honour, 
and ſuſtain'd lefs Leſi, than thoſe that boaſted of, the Victory. 

And which is yet more, God had not only preſerv d his Per- 
expoſed t 
and Returned him ſafe to us, but returned him hkewiſe with 
fuch Reputation for his Courage, and Vigilance, and Conduct 
in the Difficulties he had to ſtruggle with, as hath pained him 
the higheſt Eſteem among his Enemies, and therefore ought 
much more to endear him to his ow/ꝗ n Subjects. 

And now, let all this be conſider d, and then let any Man ſay, 
that really loves the Intereſt of his Country, whether we have 
not reaſon to look upon theſe Things as Great Bleſſings; and as 
ſuch, to return our Solemn Thanłes to God for them. 

And then, in the Second place, as to our Future Succeſſes, let 
us all chcerfully depend upon God's Providence, and truſt in 
his Mercy for them. 70 | 0 

This is all the Rejoicing that we can expreſs as to Future 
Things; and this is that which the Apoſtle calls Rejoicing iu 


454 ſurely great Reaſon have we thus to do, when we con · 
fider who it is that orders our Affairs; One, whoſe Kindneſs 
we have no reaſon to doubt of, having had ſo many Experi- 
ences of it, even beyond our Hopes and Expectations: And 
One likewiſe upon whoſe Power we may ſecurely depend, ſince 
is Arm n not ſhortened, nor ever can be, how much ſoever our 
Arm of Fleſh may. 4251 HEM "IT 

God , is our King, and He both certainly knows, and 
wild certainly do, that which is beſt for us, provided we take 
care to do that which becomes us. : - 

N Way 
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( 15) 
Away. therefore with all 7 ear, and Diſtruſt, and Deſpors - 
dency ; it is an A t of Infidelity and Irreligion, as well as 
Cowardiſe, to deſparr of the Commonwealth, 
We are in as good Hands as it is poſſible for us to be: Nay, 
we our ſelves cannot wiſh to be in any other. 
Let us but do our Parts, by qualitying our ſelyes for God's 
to be done by contributing our beſt En- 
deavours, ev 9 in his Place and Station, to the Service 
of the Public) and then we may ſafely caſt all our care upon him 
Hh careth for 4, and WR may be ſure we not be dilappoint- 


"This Method, as. it is > more ealie, ſo we ſhall find it 
much more canduting toward the obtaining the S Succeſſes we 
te, and à tormenting 


dere, Fen Compliping, a 
hee ut our AR airs. 
and Querulous Homour, 
into a Ferment, nay, and at 


y indeed, by our Peeyiſh 
fo —ͤ—.— our les Put eher 

to the Glory of hin- 
unſels chat are propoſed 


Perha qntribure a great deal 
e, hat is the greateſt Point w J, 


1795 and gg the ons wile. 
| . mighty. e e alter his Methods for e fools 
8; bu 


here) is a way t prevail upon God himſelf, 
gur own Heartg can deſire prov vided that 
good for us ; an that Way * to own Him 
and his Goverameat 3 to 4 . gag to Jerve him; to be 
thankful for his Mercies; fol and cheerful under all bi: 


Diſpenſations to us ; T « hy ſelves ; entfrely to 
his wiſe Counſels, and to 5 va Mercy for all 
come. 

Great indeed, an ad wonderlalargetic Promises! that are made 
to thoſe that put their Truſt in God. Cn {ſaith the Pro- 
phet) be the man hat truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh by arm 
Bur, Neſſed # he that trufteth in the Lord, and whoſe hope the Lord 
1. pf 177 5. Many ſorrows ( faith the Pſalnuſt ) at be to the 
wicked: whbaſd. raſter in the Lord, mercy ſhall embrace him on 
every fid 4 Fel. 2.10. And again, O taſte amd ſee, hom gra- 
cious the Lord u: ed i the Man that truſteth in him, Pſal. 34. 8. 

If now we believe theſe things, (and if we be Chriſtians, we 
do and muſt believe them) conſider I beſeech you, the Uſe we 
are to make of them. 

What have we All to do? Let our late Piſappointments have 


15 do for ua a 
which we wall; 


put us into never ſo bad Hurhbut.; Jer our preſent Circum- 
ſtances 


that is to 


_ 
, . 
1 , 

* 


2 1 
fftances be entangled with never ſo man Difficulties; yet what 
have we All to do, but to Rejoice in G OD, and to Truſt iti 
aer R 

| All is well, and All will be well for ever to them that love 
God, and put their Truſt in Him. | 8 
Sing we therefore unto the Lord a 1 


bay / N 
eg. * 


= 
. 
0 


| em ſong : let the congregation 
of ſaints praiſe him. Let Hruel rejoice in him that made lim: and 
tet the children of Sion be joyful in their King. God # the Ring 
of all the earth, let us ſing” brſes with underſtanding. The Lord 
bath plegſure in hi people: he wil for ever help the meek, hearted : 
for hit delight # in them that fear him, and that put their truſt, in 
bs mercy. Tie ij our help and ffrength, à very preſint help in Trou- 
Ble: therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved, and 
z#hough the hüllt be carried into the midſt tbe ſea: Thollgh the was 
ters thereof rage and ſwell, and the mountains ſhake at the tempeſt 
of the ſame.” Even," in that caſe che rivers of the flood thereof ſhaft 
make glad the City God. *AlFthe Bluſterings and Storms that 
- threaten Go, People, ſhall turn to their Advantage, arid ſhall 
really at length Prove matter of 2 N to them, how terrible 
and dreadful ſoever they appear d at firft: For, as it there fol- 
lows, God is in the midft of her, therefore on packer be removed : 
God will help” ber, that rh 5 Surg God will be with his 
Church, and will deliver his People whenever it is proper and 


ſeaſonable ſo to do. a 1 Uh 75 
Nay, let the worſt come; tho? we were reduced even to the 
utmoſt Extremities; Which yet, God be thanked, we neither 
are, nor, I hope, ever ſhall be; yer even, in that Caſe, the 
Conſideration that God is vir Ning, ought not only to ſupport 
us, but to fill us with Joy. Even in that Caſe every good Man 
ſhould beat his part in the Song of the Prophet Habakkuk 
(3. 17.) with which I conclud ge. 85 
Although the fig-tree ſhall nos bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the 
vine : Although the labour of the olive ſhall fail; and the fields ſhall 
yield no meat: Although the flock ſhall be cat'off from the fold, and 
rbere be no herd in the falls : yet will T rejoice in tbe Lord, I will joy 
in the God f my ſalvation, e843 | * Lo © Kat N 
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